






























































































Pecans
At heights of 70 feet or more,
with a spread nearly as great,
pecans are imposing shade
trees. For best nut production,
most pecan varieties need an­
other tree nearby as a polli·
nator, so commitment to a

-----------,s•

pecan crop requires a consid­
erable investment in space.

One word describes the
best pecan climattl: hot. A tree
needs a long summer with hot
days and nights in order to
produce fully ripe nuts. Out·
side of native pecan territ{)ry
in the southern and south
central United States, the
southwest desert regions (With
irrigation) offer congenial con·
ditions. In the upper South
and central Midwest, choose
from among the short·season
cultivars referred to below.

Pecan cultivars fall into
two broad groups. The larger
and more widely planted of
the two is the group often
called "papershell" pecans.
They are reliably hardy where
winter temperatures descend
no lower than O· P, and for nut
production the)' need a grow·
ing season of 270 to 200 days.
The smaller second group in·
cludes the northern or hardy
pecans, which grow in regions
where winter low tempera·
tures range from .UI" to
+106 P; these varieties ripen
where the growing season is
as short as 170 to 190 da)'s.

Papershell pecans are
divided into two categories
based on resistance to pecan
scab disease, which is preva·
lent where summer weather is
hot and humid. The eastern
varieties are disease resistant
and will grow throughout
papershell territory; susce~
tible western cultivars are
limited to desert and dry
southwest areas.

'Wichita' jlllClln

Pecans need deep, well·
drained soil that is slightly
add (pH 6 to 7 is best). They
will not tolerate saline soils,
a limitation in some otherwise
acceptable desert regions.
Within their native range,
-pe.:ans get plenty of rainfall
during the growing season. In
drY'summer regions, or where
rainfall is skimp~', give trees
a deep soaking at least every
14 da~'s so that nuts will fill
out well.

See page 49 for pruning
and training instructions.

Trees will start to bear at
5 to 8 years afttlr planting
and have a productive life
extending at least 70 years
beyond that.

Where soil is above pH 7
(neutral), zinc deficiency may
show in a condition called
pecan rosette-clustcrs of
stunted leaves at branch ends.
Contact your county or state
agricultural agent for the best
corrective measures in your
area. Harvest time runs from
late summer well into fall, de·
pending on the variety. Most
nuts do not fall free from the
tree but have to be knocked
free with a long pole.

Pecan scab is the most
serious disease, especially in
humid·summer regions. Proper
cultivar selection will lessen
the problem, though even east­
ern papershells are not totally
immune. Aphids may appear
throughout pecan territory. In
the South and Southeast, the
season's first generation of an
insect known as the pecan nut
casebearer may damage new
shoots; later the second gen'
eration may infest the devel­
oping nuts. The pecan weevil
is the last pest to appear,
attacking nearly mature and
mature nuts.

Eastern PapersheU Varieties

'Desirable' This is a heavy
cropper with brittle wood.
Pollinate with 'Cheyenne',
'Stuart', or 'Western Schley'.
Origin: Mississippi.

'Mahan' This produces a
very large nut. Pollinators
are 'Cheyenne' or 'Western
Schley'. Origin: Mississippi.

'Stuart' The nuts are large,
and the tree is partially self·
fruitful but bears better crops
if pollinated by 'Desirable'.
Origin: Mississippi.

Southeastern PapersheU
Varieties

The United States Pecan Pield
Station in Texas has developed
a number of varieties, all bear­
ing Indian·tribe names, that
will succeed in the humid
southeastern pecan territory.
The following are widely
available.

'Cherokee' This bears a
medium-sized nul Pollinators
are 'Mohawk' or 'Wichita'.
Origin: Texas.

'Cheyenne' This medium­
sized nut variety can be polli·
nated by 'Mohawk', 'Sioux', or
'Wichita'. Origin: Texas.

'Kiowa' This bears a large
nut. Pollinaillrs are 'Cherokee'
or ·Cheyenne'. Origin: Texas.

'Mohawk' The tree bears
very large nuts and is partially
self-fruitful, but will produce
better if it is pollinated by
'Cheyenne' or 'Western
Schley'. Origin: Texas.

'Sioux' This is a smaller·
than·average tree. Pollinators
are 'Cheyenne' or 'Weslern
Schley'. Origin: Texas.
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'Eureka' walnut 'Hartley' walnut

Western PapersbeU
Varieties

'Western Schley' ('Western')
This is a heavy producer of
elongated nuts. It has a wide
soil adaptability and is less aI­
fecled by zinc deficienC}' than
other cultivars. Pollinators
are 'Cheyenne', 'Mohawk', or
'Wichita'. Origin: Texas.

'Wichita' This produces
highly flavored, medium-sized
nuts. Vkak crotches and brit­
tle wood leave it vulnerable to
wind damage, and its blossoms
are sensitive to late frosts. The
best pollinators are 'Cherokee',
'Cheyenne', or 'Wesrern
Schley', Origin: Texas.

Northern (Hardy) Varieties

'Major' This cultivar is the
standard pecan in northern
gardens. The nut is medium w
small, and cracks easily. It
n~ pollination from a late
pollen-shedding cultivar such
as 'Colby' or 'Greenriver'.

Other widely available
cultivars are 'Colby', 'Fritz',
'Greenriver', and 'Peruque'.
'Major' and 'Peruque' will
pollinate the other cultivars.
Origin: Kentucky.

Walnuts

Walnuts are both domestic and
foreign. Most familiar in the
marketplace-and certainly
most important to the horne
gardener-is the so-called
English or Persian walnut
(Juglans regia), which hails

from southeastern Europe and
southwestern Asia. The nuts
are large, flavorful, and en·
closed in relatively thin shells.

The black walnut (J.
.nigra) from the eastern
United States is famous for its
fine-tasting nut encased in a
shell of rocklike hardness.
Another eastern tree with a
similar reputation is the but­
ternut (J. cinerea). The west­
ern states have one import&nt
native, J. hindsii, the Califor­
nia black walnut; it is valued
more as a rootstock on which
to graft English walnut culti·
vars than for its nuts.

English walnuts are fast­
growing, heavy-textured trees.
The limb structure is thick
and sturdy, and mature height
may reach 60 feet with a
spread to match. These wal·
nuts will grow over Quite a cli­
matic range, but the key to lL

successful crop is proper culti·
var selection.

Where winter lows are nor·
mally -20" tD ·31JO F, plant only
those designated as Carpa­
thian walnuts. These are fre­
quently seedling·grown trees
(rather than individual varie­
ties), the original stock of
which sterns from the Carpa·
thian 1\lountains of eastern
Europe. If late spring frosts
are a feature of your area,
choose cultivars that leaf out
and shed their pollen late.
And if your winters are fairl}'
mild, select one of the culti­
vars that needs little winter
chill. Where summers are hot
and humid, the pecan will be a
better nut tree to plant be­
cause it is not- nearly as
disease prone as the walnut
under those conditions.

Some walnut varieties are
self-fruitful, and some need
pollinators-an important dis·
tinction if you have room for
only one tree. If you are al­
lergy prone, lake note that
walnut pollen is a well·known
allergen.

Good soil for' English wal­
nuts is fairly deep and defi·
nitely well-drained. The trees
need regular deep watering for
production of Wp-quality nuts
(trees are actually somewhat
drought tolerant) but cannot
tolerate moist soil oontinually
at the trunk base. Countless
old orchard trees have suc·
cumbed tD crown rot when the
orchard has been converted to
a subdivision and the trees
subjected w lawn watering.

If a walnut and garden
must coexist, it's better to
have the tree at the garden
margin where routine water­
ing won't reach the trunk. The
best watering method for
walnuts is bR."in irrigation be·
neath the tree's canopy. Form
an inner earth ring about a .
foot out from the trunk so the
trunk will remain dry during
waterings.



mack walnut

Young trees may begin
bearing at 6 years and have a
life expectancy of around 100
years. Planted in good soil,

young trees should need no
fertilizer. Established bearing
trees may be helped by an an­
nual fertilizer application just
befonl they break dormancy.

Ha....·est time begins when
husks start tA> split and release
the enclosed nuts; this usually
occurs in late summer or early
autumn, At that time knock all
the nu!.S out of the trees (if
you wait for natural fall,
squirrels may beat you to
much of the crop), remove the
husks, spread the nuts in a
single la}'er, and dry for sev­
eral days,

Codling moth can damage
the nut crop in all walnut­
growing areas; the ""aInut
husk fly a1so zeros in on the
de\'e!oplng nuts but is II'IOl'e

prevalent in the west. Aphids
and spider mites are tWO pests
that fa\'or walnut leanlS~ as
does the fungus anthracnose;
oystershell scale may aft'ect
twigs and small branches.

EngUsh Walnut Varieties
for Western States

'Carmelo' TIUs varlet}' leafs
oot late and bears extremely
large nuts. Origin: California.

'ChAndler' The lea~'es fill
out midsea!lon to late season.
The tree bears heavily. Yields
increase with 'HanJey' or
'F'ranquette' as the pollinator.
Origin: California.

'Chico' This fairly smaIl
tree leafs out early. Origin:
California..
'CClncord' This variety leafs
out in midscason, Along with
'Placentia', thls is a good bet
for the mildest-winter regions,
Origin: California.

'Eurtka' This variety leafs
oot in midseason. Both the
tree and the nut are large. The
tree is slower tA> bear than
most. Use 'Chico' as a polli­
nator. Origin: California.

'F'ranqllette' This variety
leafs OUt late, which makes it
v..ell-adapted LO the Northwest.
The large tree is slower than
a"erage to bear and produces
light crops. Use 'Chandler' or
'Hardey as a pollinator.
Origin: California..

'Hartley' This variety bears
good quality nuts at an early
age, The leaves fill out in mid­
season, Origin: California.

'Howard' This variety leafs
out in midseason. The tree is
small but a heavy producer.
OrIgin: California.

'Payne' This variety leafs
oot early and bears heavily 111

an early age.. Uge 'Chiro' or
'Eureka' as the pollinator.
Origin: California..

'Plaeentla' Eariy tA> leaf out,
this large, early-bearing tree
needs very little winter ehill.
Good for the mild winters of
Southern California. Origin:
California.

English Walnut Varieties
for Midwestern and Eastern
States
:Adams', 'BroadView', 'Colby',
and 'Mesa' are hardy named
cultivars of Carpathian stock
Ihat do well in the ookIest
regions where walnuts can
"grown.

AmollJl standard (noo.-car·
pathian) English ",-a1nuts, the
following cultivars have
pro\'en their ' ..orth.

'Hansell' This small tree

leafs oot in midseason and
produces thin·shelled nuts.
Widely adapted. Origin; Ohio.

'McKJnster' Fairly late to
leaf out, this variety is a fa·
,'orite in Ohio and Michigan.
Origin: Ohio.

'Metcalfe' L.ate to leaf out,
this Is a productlve English
walnut in New York. Origin:
New York,

'Somers' This tree leafs out
in mldseason and ripens a crop
early. Origin: Michigan.

Black Walnut "arieties

'Stabler' This variety pr0­

duces a nut that is fairl}' easy
tA> craclr: for a bl.ack 'III'alnut.
Origin; Maryland.

'TtIomas' This is the most
popular and widely available
walnut.. The large nuts have
excellent flavor, Origin:
Pennsylvania.

Catalog Sources
For FTuit8,
)knies, and Nuts

The besl place to buy fruit and
nut lrees is your Ioca.I nursel'}',
where you can see the plants
)'00 are buying, and don't ha"e
LO pay shipping charges. But if
}1lUr iocaI nursery can't tet the
varieties you want, try some of
these fruit and nut nurseries. In
additioo tA> the specialists listed
here, many general nurseries
carry fruit and nut trees..

Aduu CoutJ NU'IerJ
Box lOS
Aspers, PA 17304
(717) 677-8105
Pruu qJtewlisu, Wholesale
and reMU.
Abreu Strawberry NIlrSeI'f
RR 1
Huntingsburg, IN 47542
(812) 683-3056
Strawberries plws Qtluf'
HrrieI, grapU, and dllXlrf
.fruillren.
W. P. AIlea Co.
Box 1671
Sali5bury, MD 21lnl
Slrnw:bm)t~ists.C_,.. pia"".......
lists over 30 l.'tJrUti4

WMlnaU luad maiL

8Nr Creek NUMI"J
Box 411
Northport, WA 99157
Large selutiQft 0.1antique and
1I6rd1l apple, and nuts.

Boutlhllldle
Na.neries, lAc.

'l'" 260
PrIncess Anne, MD 21863
(1100) 638-1l36il
Fruit and ntd specialisL8.
Britt1agU.ll Plut Fana8
&,2538
Salisbury, MD 211KII
CcUaJog tladudes vinu;/ree
strnwb6r'ries, olio raspberries,
bw~~s,blue~and...."..
ButUc's NIll'lItriee:
&,006
Selbyville, DE 19975
(iIl2) 436-8281
Slrawberrt/ specialists.


